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Message Text 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 01 OTTAWA 01226 242130 Z 
12 

ACTION EB 11 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ADP-00 AGR-20 CEA-02 CIAE-00 COME-OO 

DODE-OO FRB-02 H-02 INR-10 INT-08 L-03 LAB-06 NSAE-00 

NSC- 10 PA-03 RSC-01 AID-20 CIEP-02 SS-15 STR-08 

TAR-02 TRSE-00 USIA-12 PRS-01 OMB-01 RSR-01 /166 W 

028499 

R 242055 Z MAY 73 
FM AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1079 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE OTTAWA 1226 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, CA 

SUBJECT: CANADIAN VIEWS ON GATT STATUS OF EEC- EFTA ARRANGEMENT 

OUR CANVASS AT TOP WORKING LEVEL OF MINISTRIES CONCERNED 
( EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, FINANCE, AND INDUSTRY, TRADE & 

COMMERCE) REVEALED CANADIAN AUTHORITIES HAVE NOT GIVEN 
MUCH THOUGHT TO GATT LEGAL ASPECTS OF EEC- EFTA 
ARRANGEMENT. SOURCES, WHO QUALIFY REMARKS AS PERSONAL 
VIEWS, SAID IT UNLIKELY THAT GOC WOULD PRESS LEGAL 
ASPECTS OF MATTER AS SUCH, AND THOUGHT PREFERENCE 
WOULD BE FOR PRAGMATIC APPROACH, PERHAPS SEEKING USE 
LEGAL POINT AS LEVER FOR DEAL IN, FOR EXAMPLE, 

ALUMINUM OR FOREST PRODUCTS SECTOR. ONE SOURCE 
REMARKED THAT PAST RECORD IN GATT OF OPPOSITION TO FREE 
TRADE AREA ARRANGEMENTS ON LEGAL GROUNDS AFFORDS LITTLE 
GROUND FOR BELIEF THAT PRESSING LEGAL ASPECTS WOULD BE 
EFFECTIVE RE EEC- EFTA ARRANGEMENT. 

SCHMIDT 
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